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Law School Welcomes Justice Thomas

U.S. Supreme Court Justice
Clarence Thomas is coming to
the law school to judge the 13th
Annual Luther M. Swygert Moot
Court Competition today at 4
p.m.
Eric Hafferman, Associate
Justice in charge of the Swygert
Competition, coordinated the
visit with Dean Levinson.
"I've enjoyed planning and
working on the competition but
its been a challenge at times,"
Hafferman said.

Justice Thomas is a longtime friend to the university and
taught in the Cambridge program
with Dean Levinson several summers ago. Justice Thomas has
previously judged the competition as well as Justice Scalia.
Dean Levinson has maintained contact
with Justice
Thomas since teaching with him
in the Cambridge
program.
Levinson and Hafferman have
been in contact with Justice
Thomas on a monthly basis since

Assistant Secretary for Civil
Rights, U.S. Department of
Education, Chairman of the U.S.
Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission, and as judge of the
United States Court of Appeals
for the District of Columbia. He
took his seat as Associate Justice
of the Supreme Court in 1991 and
was nominated by President
Bush.
In addition to Justice
Thomas, U.S. Court of Appeals
Judge for the 7th Circuit Court,
Michael S. Kanne; and U.S.

last spring, but had to wait to
determine whether his fall term
would allow time for another
visit to the university.
Hafferman's efforts have
been recognized by fellow students. "We couldn't have found a
better person to do this," said
Pete Lanka, Chief Justice of the
Moot Court Society. "He has
certainly gone above and beyond
the call of duty."
During his visit, Justice
Thomas will also be teaching the

Constitutional Law Class and
attending a Faculty Colloquium.
Justice Thomas was born in
Georgia in 1948. He is married
and has one son. Justice Thomas
attended Conception Seminary
and received an A.B. cum laude
from Holy Cross and his J.D.
from Yale University.
Justice Thomas has served
as Assistant Attorney General of
Missouri, Corporate Counsel for
Monsanto Company, Legislative
Assistant to Sen, John Danforth,
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VUSL professors
debate use of
religious symbols
on public property
By Shane Cigel
Editor-in-chief
Professors Bodensteiner
and Vandercoy engaged in a
compelling debate over religious symbols on public property last Wednesday.
The event, sponsored by
the Federalist Society, showcased two very well prepared
profvssors who advocated their
positions before a crowded
Tabor classroom.
Bodensteiner began the
debate with his position. His
theme was that any government
display of religious symbols
was bad. He felt government
displaying those symbols suggested a preference for one religion over another. The government displays interfered with
religious freedom and made one
who was not in the majority
religion being symbolized feel
like an outsider. "That is what
is what the Establishment
Clause is all about protecting
against," he said.
Vandercoy looked to history to determine the true meaning of the Establishment Clause.
He said that while federal government was precluded from
establishing religion by the
Constitution, the states were
free to establish religions as
they saw fit. He said that
framers such as James Madison
felt promoting religion in general boosted the morale of the
people and fostered the vigor of
many different religious sects.
Although the passage of
the Fourteenth Amendment in
1868 precluded states from
establishing religion, Vandercoy
felt the spirit of government
promoting the general notion of
religion lived on today.
"Government promoting religion provides stability and
security for people," he said.
For that reason, Vandercoy
said government displaying
PLEASE SEE SYMBOLS, PAGE 2

Members of the Forum staff (from left to right); Allen Timms, Kathy Kain, Alec Miller, Kathy Kwak,
Michelle Ross, David Masse, Shane Cigel, and Randy Fisher.

The Forum returns to VUSL
By Shane Cigel
Editor-in-chief
It is with great pleasure to announce the
return of The F arum to the halls of VUSL.
This law school has been without a
newspaper of its own for the past four years,
a streak ending today.
Our goal with The Forum is to provide a
student voice that may be heard by the entire
school. It is important in an institution such
as VUSL to have a well-informed and fairly
represented student body, and we will strive
to accomplish these goals.

The Forum staff members will work
hard to cover the many events occurring at
VUSL. A common complaint among students
is that they do not know about events that
have occurred or are about to occur around
the law school. We hope to address this concern by giving an informative report on the
goings-on in and out of the school.
Another purpose of The Forum will be
to host discussions on topics of public concern. As members of the legal community,
we are confronted daily with issues where
reasonable minds may differ. We are encouraging students and faculty members to submit

their thoughts to us on these issues, which
will be placed in our viewpoints section. It
must be emphasized that The Forum will not
advocate one ideology or viewpoint over
another. While our staff members may contribute to this section, they are doing so in
their capacity as students and not as representatives of The Forum. We will accept any
viewpoint on an issue, but we will reserve the
right to edit articles for length and grammatical accuracy.
Our staff consists entirely of VU law
PLEASE SEE FORUM, PAGE 2

Indiana S_
upreme Cou.rt hears oral arguments at VUSL
By Randy Fisher
Managing Editor
As the Stride courtroom
began to fill, it was evident this
was no ordinary day at the
Valparaiso University School of
Law. On this day, the school
would play host to oral arguments before the Indiana

Supreme Court.
Each year, the Court makes
a limited number of appearances
outside their Indianapolis base.
And the Justices prefer making
these appearances accessible to
future advocates of the court.
"As a regular component of this
Court, we take every opportunity
to hear arguments in front of law

students," stated Justice Robert
D. Rucker, a VUSL Alum. "We
view this as part of the Court's
educational responsibility to law
added
Justice
students,"
Theodore Boehm.
The Stridc courtroom, filled
beyond capacity with students,
staff, and media, provided those
present a brief glimpse into the

work of Indiana's highest court.
"This opportunity gives VU's law
students a chance to view oral
arguments live," stated Chief
Justice Randall T. Shepard. The
Court contacted Dean Conison,
requesting this particular visit to
VU. "The Court looks highly
PLEASE SEE COURT, PAGE 2
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Gaffney selected the rematrung
four competitors.
Mick Story, 3L, and Janelle
Esposito, 2L, will argue for the
respondents and Kate HallidayRoberts and Mark Watson will
argue for the petitioners. The
competitors work as a team and
will have a half- hour to present
their arguments and during this
time each team member must
speak for at least ten minutes.
During this presentation the
teams will be questioned by the
panel of judges regarding the
issues in their respective cases.
"I'm excited, " said Esposito.
"This is a once in a lifetime
opportunity,"
The issue for this year's

competition
involves
the
Children's
Protection
from
Violent Video Programming Act
which was enacted to channel all
excessive and gratuitous violence
to a safe- harbor period, 10 p.m.
to 6 a.m. The case involves
issues of the First Amendment's
freedom of speech provision and
the vagueness of the term, "violence." It is a fictitious case and
is set at the Supreme Court level.
Awards will be given for
best oralist, $200, best brief
writer, $200, and winning team,
$300. The judging panel will
determine the scoring after the
arguments.

capable of gtvmg you a good
paper. The Forum will be issued
on a monthly basis, with the next
issue coming out in January.

students. These members include
myself (Shane Cigel), Randy

Fisher, Allen Timms, Michelle
Ross, Kathy K wak , Alec Miller,
David Masse, ·and Kathy Kain.
We hope this list will grow as
time goes on, but we are confident that the eight of us are very

and costs taxpayers money," he
said.
While the two disagreed
about the limited use of religious
symbols, the two did agree that
government should not promote a
specific religion. "Government
should not promote a viewpoint
one way or another," Vandercoy

said. "That would be dangerous."
Overall, those involved
with the event were pleased with
the results.
William Smith, President of
the Federalist Society and planner of the event, said the debate
was important for the students.
"It is important that law students

are exposed issues such as these,
as they will be facing them in the
future," Smith said.
Vandercoy praised the students for their involvement in the
event. "It's a tribute to them that
they support events such as this,"
he said. "It says a lot about
them."

THOMAS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

COURT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

upon the Valparaiso University
School of Law," said Doug
Cressler, Indiana Supreme
Court Administrator.
"The
Court has always had positive
experiences here at Valpo."
Following oral arguthe
Valparaiso
ments,

SYMBOLS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

religious symbols was fine, as
long as it was only for a limited
period of time. "I think temporary displays are likely to be construed as acknowledging the hol-

District Court Judge for the
Northern District of Illinois,
Rebecca R. Pallmeyer will serve
on the panel.
The Competition began on
October 15 and 17 when the
entire Moot Court Society presented their oral arguments, on
and off brief, in front of the Moot
Court Executive Board. From
that group of 30 students, 16
were chosen for the next level of
competition on October 23. The
fourth level of competition was
judged by Dean Levinson, and
Professors Bodensteiner and

University Alumni Association
presented Justice Rucker with
the Alumni Achievement
Commenting on
Award.
Justice Rucker's achievements,
Dean Conison stated, "Justice
Rucker is a source of pride to
the School of Law." A humble
Justice Rucker was thankful in
acceptance and stated he was
incredibly honored to be
receiving such an award.

FORUM
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

iday season of various religions,"
he said.
Bodensteiner questioned
even a limited posting of religious symbols for holiday display. "What are we accomplishing by allowing religious messages on public property? It is
insensitive, causes divisiveness,
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A letter from
Dean Conison
One of the paradoxes of
legal education is that people
rarely choose a law school solely
because they know they will get a
good education there. Of course,
no one would choose to attend a
law school if he thought he
couldn't get a good education
there. But the ABA does a fme
job of ensuring that all law
schools provide a solid legal education, so that students in choosing a school don't have to be con-

Career Services
Corner
By Art Housel
Assistant Dean for Career
Services

CAREER DEVELOPMENT
A big thanks to the editors of the Forum for bringing
this tradition back to the Law
School.
We of the Career
Services
&
Professional
Development Office are particularly gratified, because we will
have an effective means to keep
you informed of our on-going
plans, goals and programs.
In this introductory
message, I want to convey the
Mission of this office as I see it,
introduce the people here to assist
you, describe a few of our key
programs, and respond to some
of the advice students have generously offered us.
MISSION
As a part of the "Best
Small Law School," our mission
is to provide you with a personalized career strategy that is
designed to fit your individual
needs, time frame and budget.
We offer easy-to-follow guidance
and tips to identify prospective
employers, build a network of
contacts, prepare resumes, and
master interviews.

A message from the
SBA president
By Michael Story

Welcome back to "The
Forum". It's great to see the
paper back in print and the SBA
truly appreciates the efforts of
those law students responsible
for this reincarnation. The SBA
is planning on continuing their
support of The Forum both financially and in whatever other ways
possible.
The Forum will again be
the much-needed voice of the law
school. Whether it's the students,
faculty or administration, The
Forum will be the conduit of
communication between us all.
The SBA will be using
The F arum to inform the students
of upcoming events sponsored by
the SBA and other student organizations as well as to report on
past events and recent happenings. In particular I'd like to take
this chance to let the students
know that one of our top priorities right now is the lighting in

cemed about that basic desideratum. This isn't the case in all

postgraduate fields.
Because of this, law students are able to choose a law
school on the basis of whether the
school is right for them in other
ways-more important but often
less tangible. Correspondingly,
law schools are able to stake out
an identity in some deep and
intangible ways. For as long as
anyone can remember, the
Valparaiso University School of
Law has had, as a fundamental
part of its identity, a commitment
to personalized education and to
Our programs are tailored to help you identify, define
and verbalize your career dreams
and goals, build the confidence to
overcome perceived obstacles
like mediocre grades (See our
Hand-Out, A Job Search is More
Than Grades) and lack of job
contacts, and articulate your
skills and accomplishments.
THE PEOPLE
Three people including
myself staff your Office of
Career Services and Professional
Development. Lisa Cannon, the
Director, joined the Office about
5 years ago, after serving VUSL
in a number of capacities beginning in 1992. Lisa is actively
involved in all aspects of career
programming and student counseling. She also administers the
Pro Bono and Extemship programs and coordinates off-campus Job Fairs.
Missy Bertig coordinates on-campus interviews and
student job postings, arranges
reciprocity with other law
schools, and compiles the Alumni
Opportunity Bulletin, among
other responsibilities.
As the Assistant Dean, I
devote a substantial amount of
time to developing relationships
with potential VUSL employers
and educating them on the merits
of Valparaiso Law students. In
connection with this responsibilifront of the law school and in the
student parking lots. The administration recently had the faltering lights in the law school parking lot repaired, but is that
enough? Please let your class
reps know what you think.
Additionally, Law Week
has been scheduled and it will
take place February 2-9, 2002.
The Musicale is making a comeback this year on Friday of Law
Week and an all new event will
be Trivia in Tabor on Monday
night. I'd also like to mention to
the students that the SBAhas currently allocated over $8,000 for
community service projects and
public events through the various
student organizations at the law
school. I am also pleased to
announce that students raised
over $1,200 to send to the New
York University Disaster Relief
Fund. Th~nk you to all, and in
particular Professor Gaffney's
Jurisprudence class that raised
over $500 in one day.
Welcome back and we
look forward to supporting and
reading all that you will do.

fostering close bonds between
students and faculty, and between
students and each other.
Much of the strength of
community at Valpo results from
the faculty and staff, but a very
large part comes from the initiatives of students themselves. It
has been gratifying this year to
see students strengthen the law
school and its community life in
so many ways. In only a few
short months, we have seen activities such as landscaping projects,
volunteers for orientation and
Meet Valpo Law Days, efforts to
create a better climate for minori-

ties, initiatives to strengthen our
career services, blood drives,
fundraising to help victims of
9/11, and plans for much, much
more.
Resuming publication
of the Forum is another one of
those important, communitybuilding initiatives. True, we
already have opportunities to
communicate with each otherin classes, in student organizations, in the SBA, in Dean's
lunches, in the halls-but without
a regularly published newspaper
we lack an important vehicle that
is open to everyone and easily

employers. Connecting students
with potential employers is the
area where we spend most of our
resources. Examples of employers who have recently elected to
interview VUSL students as a
result of our out-reach efforts
include the City of Chicago
Department of Law, accounting/consulting giant Arthur
Andersen, and nine premier law
firms
in
Chicago
and ·
Indianapolis.
We offer six principal
programs to introduce students to
employers including 1. OnCampus Interviews (OCI), 2.
Resume Drop, 3. Referral List, 4.
Employer Lists divided by
Geography
and
Practice
Specialty, 5. Job Opportunity
Postings,
6.
Opportunity
Bulletins from VUSL and 100+
geographically diverse law
schools throughout the U.S.
An overview of how to
PROGRAMS
participate in of these programs is
The starting point for summarized in our brochure,
your job search should be our Getting A Job: The Four Steps
"Find Your Dream Job" student (Strategy, Making Contact,
counseling program. Since no Presenting Yourself, Interview
two job searches are identical, Preparedness) available in hard
every student is strongly encour- copy in our Office or on the Law
aged to meet with either Lisa School Web Site.
Cannon or myself to jointly
develop a targeted job search STUDENT
strategy that is tailored to your RECOMMENDATIONS
needs alone.
Your suggestions are
Ultimately our penulti- always taken seriously by our
mate service is introducing you to office. As an example of how we

ty I conceptualized and created a
marketing brochure, which
quickly conveys our key marketing messages to employers.
Every student is welcome to
review the brochure and provide
input on improving its contents.
Student counseling is
another area where I devote a lot
of time, and wish I could devote
more, because it is my favorite
part of the job. In fact, it is the
opportunity to counsel students,
and help in the development of
long-term career plans that led to
my seeking this position, after a
career that included positions
with large law firms, government, and two entrepreneurial
businesses that I co-founded.
I look forward to counseling students who are seeking
"out of the box" career paths that
may include non-legal opportunities. Been there, done that.

1ite Court

accessible. I hope that all of usstudents, faculty, staff, and
friends-take advantage of this
excellent opportunity to tell each
other what we are doing, what we
are thinking, and what we believe
is important in the life of the law
school.
I plan to write a short
column like this for future issues
of the Forum. Until the next one,
best wishes to you and your families on the holidays and the
remainder of the semester.

value your input, we inaugurated
two student-input mechanisms
this semester, which make it easier for you to let us know how
you feel. Before fmalizing our
program schedule for the year,
we surveyed 2L and 3L students.
We adjusted our offerings to
deliver the programs you said
you wanted.
A Student Advisory
Committee has been meeting regularly and making us aware of
your thoughts. The good news is
most recommendations have
already been implemented.
These include suggestions to
increase access (note this year's
Open House for First Year Law
Students) and provide greater
geographic and practice diversity
of job contacts.
We are doing a better
job of letting you know all the
services we do offer. With bold
Signage and Map of key offerings, you can more easily fmd the
materials you are seeking, including alternative career job opportunities, government & public
interest offerings, employers in
locations other than Chicago and
Indiana, and opportunities for
those not at the top of the class.
Materials are available on our
web site, with hard copies in our
office. Please let us know how
useful you fmd these materials.
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VUSL Islamic students react to terrorist attacks
By Allen Timms
Features Editor
On September 11, 2001
the World Trade Center tumbled
and the Pentagon was set aflame
when suspected Middle Eastern
terrorists drove hostage filled
planes into them, killing thousands of people.
Out of the terrorist
attacks have come the best and
worst reactions from Americans.
This hostile act has a renewed
sense of American patriotism and
a call for retribution.
Unfortunately,
some
Americans have participated in
racist attacks and have stirred
fear in Islamic-American communities.
The Forum took the
opportunity to interview some
VUSL students with Islamic
backgrounds to get their perspective on the Valparaiso community
has reacted since September 11th.

Ketchup on the Window
While prejudicial comments were not directed towards
her, Amani Fara, 3L, says that
members of her family have been
the targets of racism. Fara is of
Palestinian descent. Her husband, also of Palestinian decent,
is the owner of a shop in
Chicago. The day after the terrorist attacks someone sprayed
ketchup on the glass door of the
store shouting, "This is the blood
that you guys have shed!"
In Oak Lawn, Illinois,
where some of her family lives,
an Islamic school was shut down
for a week following the atta~ks.
Fara said that the FBI has made a
stronger presence there and that
the Islamic women stay inside.
Her sister-in-law put a Mexican
flag in her car so that people
would not think that she was
Islamic. She added that her
mother was afraid to fly down to
be with her sister, who is preg-

nant, because she was afraid of
possible harassment when she
got on the plane.
Fara is critical of how
the media has portrayed events.
"Be careful of what you watch.
CNN does not give you half of
what's going on." Instead, Fara
has turned to the non-mainstream
media like the Aljazeera Channel,
to get more accurate news coverage.
On campus though,
Amani says the reaction has been
good. "Not too many ignorant
comments." She pointed to her
Criminal Procedure class with
Professor Carter as an opportunity to voice frustrations and concerns after the attacks. Professor
Carter, who also teaches Criminal
Law, allowed both classes to discuss the attacks. He focused on
various aspects of the attacks- the
reliving the hostage's horror as
they faced their deaths, heroism
versus duty of behalf of the firefighters and police officers as
they rushed to the Trade Towers
when they collapsed. They also
discussed international versus
and
domestic
terrorism,
American Middle Eastern policies concerning Palestinian
rights, Israel, and oil.
Professor
Carter
described his Criminal Procedure
class as being more "politically
charged" than the 1L's in his
They
Criminal Law class.
of
emphasized the
topic
American foreign policy in the
Middle East. "Things got a little
heated. One student walked out
when she couldn't tolerate another student's comment on
America's world wide arrogance," Carter said.
Fara commented that
there were ignorant comments
saying how one student argued
for the screening of Middle
Eastern students. She adds that it
is important to have respect for
other cultures.
Fara also voices her
concerns over U.S. foreign poli-

NAtttlllflll rtJIT·IIIE 2001: A 11/fliiT
Ttl lfEMEMIEI?
By Kathy Kwak
Lifestyles Editor
WOW! That's the first thought that comes to
mind when looking back at the Halloween party. The
Halloween party was an event that should not have been
missed.
The SBA sponsored event was held on Friday,
November 2 from 7:30 p.m. to midnight for the entire law
school. The party was held at the Butterfield Pavilion
located off of Evans and Calumet. Inside the building,
traditional Halloween decorations including carved
pumpkins, spiders and homemade ghosts filled the spaces
on the ceiling and the walls.
There were tables that had a surplus of snacks
and candy for the late night munchies along with a plentiful supply of kegs (the number of empty ones breaking
last year's record). The setting was very similar to previous years, except for the bathrooms, which were moved

cy, noting how America's fmancial support for Israel has caused
some friction in the Middle East.
"We were worried that the Soviet
Union was the bully of the world.
Now we are the bully of the
world." She disagrees with the
bombings
in
Afghanistan.
"They're just creating hate there.
By killing civilians, what did you
prove?"
The IL's on the other hand were
more reflective,
although
Professor Carter reported that
one student uttered some amazingly racist statements. He pointed out that this seemed to be an
aberration as most students were
angry, vengeful and tearful, yet
sensitive to recist repercussions
worldwide.
Professor Carter said the
discussions were necessary in
light of the seriousness of the
attacks. "You have to respond to
these tragedies in a classroom
setting." He saw a type of helplessness and anger from the students and that some students
were in tears. "The sessions were
therapeutic, informative, and
in$tructive," said Professor
Carter. He promised more faculty and student sessions will follow concerning the recent
Federal Terrorist Act and its
affect on civil liberties.

I thought it was a Joke
"I was on my way to
school when I heard (about the
first Trade Tower being hit),"
says IL Abby Zayed, "I thought
that it was a joke that the radio
hosts were playing."
When she realized that
the attacks were not a joke,
Zayed said she felt a gamut of
emotions: fear, sorrow, denial,
and disgust. "What kind of person would do this? The reality of
it all didn't hit me until a week
later," she said. Zayed still fmds
it hard to believe that someone
could be capable of this.
Zayed, who is also of

Palestinian decent, said she has
gotten a lot of support from family and friends. Her family from
the West Bank worries about her
safety here and went to the U.S.
Embassy to participate in candlelight vigils after the attacks.
While reaction for Abby has been
mostly positive, her mother has
had some derogatory comments
directed at her. "Americans are
supposed to be open-minded- the
melting pot. It kind of makes you
think," she said.
Zayed said that while
the fear of harassment is not
overt, she has still taken steps to
downplay the fact that she has a
Middle Eastern background. "I
watch what language I speak in
public and have taken things out
of my car that would indicate my
cultural background."

An Islamic American, but
an American
Sophia Arshad, a 2L of
Pakistani background, found out
about the attacks while watching
Good Morning America as she
was getting ready for school. "I
was in absolute, complete, and
total shock," said Arshad. "I didn't know how to react." She
burst into tears and called her
mother who was crying, too.
She has encountered
nothing more than generalized
statements like "The Islamic religion is full of crazy people" and
that "It lends itself to this (the
attacks)." For the most part,
though, her encounters have been
positive.
Calls from family,
friends, and people she used to
work with have helped ease any
fears. She also thinks that most
people do not realize her background, confusing her with being
Greek or Italian since she does
not have an accent or cover her
head in traditional Islamic garb.
Like Fara, Arshad is
critical of how the media has covered the Islamic reaction. She is

outside due to an early shut-off of the water system. The
vibrant blue port-a-potties added to the eerie decor of the
building.
The DJ played a wide variety of songs that
accommodated everyone's interests, which kept the dance
floor crowded with not only students but also professors
for most of the night. "Dancing with Professor Lind was
THE highlight of the evening," said David Boone, lL.
The most surprising thing was the creativity that
went into a majority of the costumes. There were many
interesting sightings that no one will ever forget. There
were two Britney Spears (represented by two anonymous
males) fighting for attention, Miss America waiving her
hand, Elvis pumping his pelvis, and Lenny Kravitz looking hot as ever. On top of these famous faces, the most
surprising sighting was the reunited Monica Lewinski and
Bill Clinton.
Congratulations should go to the teenage mutant
ninja turtles, for best group, Miss America, for best original, Lenny, for best overall, and Monica for best faculty
costumes. However, although there were only four winners, everyone should give each other a pat on the back
for the effort that was put into these costumes. Very

particularly critical of how the
media showed footage of
Palestinians celebrating in the
streets following the terrorist
attacks. "(The media) lent itself
to perpetuating a lot of hate
crimes that took place. It was
a horrible choice on their part."
While she feels the mainstream
American media has missed the
mark on covering a lot of issues,
she credits her family for bringing her back to reality. Family
members in Pakistan say that
Anti-American sentiment is not
as strong as the media portray.
"Protest are not taking place
twenty four hours a day and that
most people, in fact, are behind
the United States." She adds that
fundamentalism has been a problem for a lot of people in the
Middle East and that she receives
e-mails from her relatives in
Pakistan with BBC articles covering these points. She said animosity against fundamentalism
has been happening for a long
time and the strike by fundamentalist groups are not just taking
place against the United States.
Arshad said she hopes
that people who do not understand Islamic culture take the
time to educate themselves. "Do
not hesitate to ask or read. Buy a
copy of the Koran." She cautions
the danger in relying on the
media to present the truth. "If you
go by just what the media says,
you might think that most white
people are members of the
KKK."
She supports U.S action
in Afghanistan, adding that these
terrorist attacks have nothing to
do with religion. "I'm an Islamic
American, but I am still an
American." However, she warns
that fundamentalist are not just in
Afghanistan. Terrorism exists in
Europe, Africa, the Philippines,
and other places in the Middle
East. "Unless you spread the
effort to other countries, it won't
end. "

impressive, people!
As the night continued, final bids were taken for
the auction sponsored by MELC, which included champagne dinners and interesting excursions with certain professors. "I was amazed that a dinner actually sold for
$460!" said Lori Kosakowski, 2L. Several students can
now look forward to spending some time to get to know
certain professors outside the classroom.
As the time reached 12:00, the night ended with
a group of people swaying back and forth on the dance
floor to Brian McKnight, a group scrabbling to find the
friends they came with, a group still waiting for the porta-potties outside, and of course a group stuffmg their
pockets with late night munchies. To sum things up: the
lL's can look forward to two more years of this; 2L's can
look forward to beating this year's number of kegs; and
for the 3L's, it is beginning to come to an end. "I thought
the SBA did a great job because it seemed like everyone
had a great time," said David Wendlinger, 3L. He couldn't have summed it up any better.
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MEET THE PROFS
PROFESSOR
DERRICK CARTER
by Alec Mller

We have seen him at law school functions and social events reserved and mysterious, yet friendly. He wanders in the building late in the morning and also late in the
evening. Often his office lights are on til 2:00 a.m. where he can be seen in the office
light shadows working like the righteous Dr. Jekyll or the nefarious Mr. Hyde. He vanishes without notice. When I sat down to interview Prof. Carter for this faculty profile,
he encouraged me to focus instead on other professors like Ivan Bodensteiner, Adam
Myers, Ed Gaffney, Bruce Berner, or JoEllen Lind. I think Carter would have given me
a promo for every faculty member if I did not stop him. But this is precisely why the
Forum chose him for their first faculty profile. He doesn't want the attention.
Derrick Carter, or "DC," as his students affectionately refer to him, grew up in
Detroit, Michigan. He was voted "Student Athlete of the Year" at Detroit Cathedral High
School. He played baseball and received a speech and debate scholarship at Eastern
Michigan University. Civil rights issues played an important role in shaping Carter's
early philosophies.
For one summer in college, Carter interned with the Urban League office in
New York, and worked on hiring issues. During one particular meeting with the Union
lawyers, Carter said he "saw the light." Carter added, "These lawyers for the Union
were our opponents. They didn't want Blacks and Hispanics integrating the skilled
trades. The lawyers looked like sharks like they were going to eat us up. They had this
superior and knowing look about them. I then saw who ruled America. Lawyers had the
power had access to those who had power. I always thought about being a lawyer, but
this meeting made it absolutely clear."

While attending Valparaiso University Law School, Carter became an assistant
to Councilman Carl Levin, currently a United States Senator from Michigan. After
graduating from Law School, Carter worked at the Michigan Appellate Defender Office,
a division of the Michigan Supreme Court. That office handled Criminal Appeals for
indigent clients throughout Michigan and into the United States Supreme Court.
Carter came to his teaching position here almost by accident. While he was an
adjunct Professor at the University of Michigan teaching Appellate Advocacy, Professor
Stith took a "leave." Carter was asked to substitute. So Carter returned to his alma
mater, [Welcome Back Carter],_in 1991. The rest, as they say, is history. Professor
Carter teaches Criminal Law, Criminal Procedure, Pretrial Skills, Trial Skills, Advanced
Criminal Appellate Advocacy, and a new Death Penalty Seminar.
When asked what a typical "DC" weekend is like, Professor Carter responded
that last weekend he went to Chicago to see "Burn the Floor," ballroom dancing and
rock. On another weekend, he took the family to see "A Funny thing Happened On the
Way to the Forum" at the Memorial Theatre in Valparaiso. "Life consists of plays, jazz,
sports, ball room dancing, piano lessons, and tons of writing projects and cases," Carter
said. Because his wife works in Chicago and is gone from 4:30a.m. til 7:00p.m., Carter
is "Mr. Mom," and does most of the cooking, cleaning, laundry, homework, and coaching. He works out every day at Southlake Nautilus after dropping his son to school.
Carter's ten- year old son, Brandon, accompanies him to all activities even on
cases and legal conferences throughout the country.
Some people may remember
Brandon playing in the Cardozo Cup baseball game this Fall. "Brandon is near his Black
Belt test in January," Carter proudly says.
If one is invited to venture into the comfort and luxury of Carter's Lexus SUV,
one would hear on his six player CD, Shaggy, Nellie, Gorilla [Brandon's choice of a reggae, hip-hop, rock group], the Temptations, and Jazz Organist Jimmy Smith.
I asked Professor Carter for a phrase of the day and he responded with "inner
resources (c) that's what you need to propel you through tough times."
As I look onto Professor Carter's desk, I see a bottle of Black Velvet (c) a
Criminal law prop that he uses when discussing intoxication and his law review article,
"Bifurcations of Consciousness ... " He may share a modest drink with members of the
class with his seemingly contradictory anti-intoxication message, but Black Velvet is a
fitting symbol. For. in the end, many students describe "DC" with one phrase: "Smooth
with a bite."
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Each day in Weseman Hall Valpo Law students pass each other in their way to classes and the library. But do you really know your fellow classmates? Hopefully, the
following interviews will help you get to know these individuals before they set off for the real world and become the attorneys of tomorrow.
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DAVE
MATHEWS
STUdENT, NOT THE MUSiciAN)

Year: lL
Born: January 21, 1970 in Cedar City, Utah
Hometown: Panaca, Nevada
Family: Wife, Kaylynn, daughters Rachel (7), Hailey
(5), sons Nathan (3) and Jacob (1)
Pets: Two Flamepoint Siamese Cats
Undergraduate College: University of Utah, Class of
1995
Collegiate Area of Study: Exercise Physiology and
Chemistry
Life After College: Work, and I became a licensed massage therapist.

SCOTT PYLE
Year: 2L
Born: February 17, 1978 in
Richmond, Indiana
Hometown: Richmond, Indiana
Family: Parents and an older
brother
Undergraduate College:
Purdue University in West
Lafayette, Indiana, Class of
2000
Collegiate Area of Study:

SARA VENTEICHER
Year: 3L
Born: 1977 in Iowa City, Iowa
Hometown: St. Charles, Missouri
Family: Parents, one brother, one sister
Pets: Three dogs
Undergraduate College: South West Missouri State
University, Class of 1999
Collegiate Area of Study: Socio-Political communications
Life After College: Straight to law school

I

., . ,

Why Law School: It was always an option for me to go
to law school, as I was encouraged to pursue this path by
a high school counselor. However, after studying premed in college, I decided that medical school was not
for me, so I chose law school.
Why VUSL: My wife and I liked the Valpo area, as it is
family conclusive. I also have family in the area.
Plans After Law School: I would like to work in a
medium to large firm to gain initial experience. Later, I
would consider having my own practice.
Biggest Fear About Law Scho~l: Affording it.
Has it Materialized: Through the assistance of loans
and private help, we have successfully budgeted law
school into our lives.
Best Part of Law School So Far: The interaction with
other students, as well as learning new material.
Final You Are Dreading the Most: Civ Pro

Best Advice You Have Been
Given: My parents instilled in
me from a very young age the
values that I live under every
day of my life.
Favorite Food: Steak and
Lobster
Life is Not Complete
Without: My family
Favorite Thing to do )Vhen
Not Studying: Playing softball
and watching college football.
Plans for Winter Break: To celebrate the holidays with
family, as well as fmd a temporary job to make a little
extra money.

Political Science
Life After College: Straight to law school
Why Law School: My dad influenced me, so I decided
to go to law school after my freshman year.
Why VUSL: The class sizes allow for hands-on learning. I also liked the writing program here.
Plans After Law School: To pass the bar exam
Best Part of Law School So Far: Learning by doing,
figuring things out on my own.
Activities at VUSL: Law Review and I am a teaching
assistant.
Final You Are Dreading the Most: Evidence
Best Advice You Have Been Given: My grandfather
told me "Do whatever the hell you want to do as long as

it makes you happy".
Favorite Food: Franks and Beans
Life is Not Complete Without: The Radio
Favorite Thing to do When Not Studying: Riding my
bike and listening to music.
What CD is in Your Discman: Quannum Projects, Cut
Chemist and DJ Shadow
Plans for the Summer: I am looking for a job in
Indiana
Advice for lLs: "Aim for the flickering flame, day after
day with the rigorous training, face the pain but with a
disciplined brain, stay on point and you will see your little life change.

Why Law School: I want to do something to be proud
of, as well as to help others.
Why VUSL: I got a full ride
Plans After Graduation in May: I will move to Los
Angeles and find work there.
Best Part of Law School So Far: The friends I have
made here.
Topic You Are Hoping is Not on the Bar Exam: UCC
Best Advice You Have Been Given: My dad always
told me to never let other people tell me who I am.
Favorite Food: Pizza, especially from Imos in St.
Louis.
Life is Not Complete Without: Knowing that people

care about me.
Favorite Thing to do When
Not Studying: Traveling to
knew places with my friends.
Activities at VUSL: Moot
Court, the Honors Program
Elective You Recommend
Others to Take: Elder Law
What Teacher Should Have
to "Kiss the Pig": Professor
Adam Myers, only because it
would be funny to have to see
him actually kiss a pig.
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Jordan's back,
but not for long
By David Masse
Sports Editor
The Washington Wizards are a bad
basketball team. Yes, they've won a couple of games. Yes, they almost beat the
Knicks on the road. It's true that Michael
Jordan does not have his legs back yet (and
he will get them back). And yes, the
Wizards are still one of the worst teams in
the league.
Larry Bird once said that Magic

Johnson was the best he's ever seen, period. That was 1987. This is now. And
Michael Jordan is the game's greatest
player, ever. That is absolutely and without question. Never has one single player
been so dominant in every aspect of the
game. Wilt Chamberlain and a few others
come close, but Mr. Jordan is in a class by
himself. And that is why he won't be
around long.
Michael Jordan can still play the
game at a high level, no doubt. That is not
the question. It never was. The real issue
is whether Mr. Jordan can stand to lose at
least 45 and probably over 50 games this
season. There are no leaders (other than
Jordan) on that team. The Wizards have

no inside presence and nobody but Jordan
can create his own shot on a regular basis.
Christian Laettner plays like he left his
heart and soul in Duke. Maybe he's just
used to losing. Richard Hamilton is a
decent shooter but he's not a ball-handler
and he lacks quickness off the dribble.
Jordan will create shots for everyone
and make everybody better, but it won't be
enough. Mr. Jordan will be double and
triple-teamed all season. He will be
slapped, poked, harrassed, and battered.
He will compete against young superstars
looking to cash in on the hype and make
the highlight reel. And at 38, this spells
one thing: INJURY.
But most importantly, and even if he

stays in perfect health, Mr. Jordan will not
have the patience to build this team up
from the bottom like he did with the Bulls
in the mid 80's. How long before Jordan
starts ripping into his teammates to such a
degree that they just cannot take it anymore Gust ask Horace Grant about that)?
His pride and competitive spirit are too
great. Nothing to prove you say? That's
not the point. Mr. Jordan cannot stand to
lose. Not in pool, golf, gambling and
especially not in basketball, not all the
time, not without a good fight.
Don't get me wrong, the man can do
a lot of things. But there will be peace in
the Middle East before a Michael Jordan
led Wizards team reaches the NBA Finals.

intramurals also serve as a getaway
from Wesemann Hall for a welldeserved break from case books and
legal briefs. "As law students, we take school very serious, but out on the field, we get
a chance to play and relieve some stress in the process," said Andy Berry, 2L.
While these "old guys and gals" nurse the aches and pains of fall, their efforts
will now tum indoors for the winter sports season. So, if you wish, get your team together and let the fruits of the intramural tree satisfy you throughout your law school career.
In other news, "Hardcore Timmy" a co-ed team comprised of 1L's advanced to
the Intramural Volleyball Finals on Monday November 12, 2001. Results of the game
were not available for pinting.

Law students enjoy successful fall intramural campaign
By Randy Fisher
Contributing Editor

"I can't believe we lost to those old guys." S u c h
was the sentiment of many undergraduates on intramural fields this fall. VU's law students, older they may be,
showed up in large numbers for campus intramural sports. And several law school teams
experienced success on the IM fields, proving once again that the older one gets, the better it feels to administer an "old-fashioned butt whipping."
This fall, such "administration" came in several forms. The law school fielded
three men's flag football teams, women's flag football and softball teams, and a men's
soccer team, which included the veteran soccer skills of Professor Alex Geisinger.
Students continued the long-standing tradition of successful law school teams. This tradition was culminated with a men's flag football championship by liED, a team composed mostly of 2L's.
However, beyond the glory of winning games, intramural sports provide a great
venue to forge friendship and a sense of camaraderie within the school of law. "It's a
great bonding experience," said 2L Curtis Jones. "You can really get to know some of
your fellow students." And forming friendships is not the only perk for law students, as

Valpo to Host Purdue
The Valparaiso University Men's Basketball Team will face the Purdue Boilermakers
Friday November 16, 2001. Tip-off is at 7:00p.m. at the Athletics Recreations Center.
A limited number of tickets are still available.

Parity Hits the NFL, Bears Looking Like Contenders
By David Masse
Sports Editor
Well, sports fans, the
NFL regular season is half over.
Already, you might be wondering
where it went. Actually, perhaps
it has not stealthily eluded us as
much as it simply has not captivated us or done anything to really grab our attention. Do you
find yourself wondering when
one team will begin to stand out
above all others? If you do, then
don't hold yom breath. The NFL
is filled with mediocrity, parity
and inconsistent teams that make
people wonder whether the good,
the bad, or the ugly will show up
on a given day. Some of the culprits: Green Bay, Minnesota,
Tampa Bay, and St. Louis to
name just some of the NFL's
Jeckyl and Hyde elite.
Seeing as we are law
students, let's look at this logically. G.Bay dominates its first
three games, and shows the world
that its defense is among the best
in the league and that Brett Farve
is still every bit as good as he
ever was. Superbowl contenders
you say? Maybe Not. After a
fast start fans watched their
beloved Packers lose to Tampa
Bay. Two weeks later the Packers
were annihilated by a mediocre
Minnesota Vikings team that
spends more time bickering and
bragging than concentrating on
football. The Packers did hold on
to beat the Bears, but not con-

vincingly.
As far as T.Bay goes the
Bucs looked weak through five
games before returning to their
conservative smash-mouth style
of play. The Bucs proceeded to
knock the wind out of the Vikings
just after the Vikings destroyed
G. Bay. Yet the Bucs are only
about a 500 team themselves and
have to contend with a monster
second half schedule.
Where is the consistency you ask? Don't look to the
windy city. Even the Bears cannot be relied upon to break hearts
and fold under pressure any
longer. The Miracle Bears followed up an embarrassing performance against Baltimore in
week one by winning six straight,
showing tremendous heart,
courage and determination in
coming from way behind to beat
a solid S.F. 49ers squad one week
and a revitalized Cleveland team
the next week.
The Bears? As Chris
Berman would say, "you've gotta
be kidding me!" Can they keep it
up? Quite possibly. The Bears
benefit from one of the league 's
easiest schedules. Look for the
Bears to finish 10-6 and snatch a
playoff spot.
Oakland is the best team
in the NFL, make no mistake
about it. The Raiders combine
good team speed with a punishing defense. The only question is
the run defense. But pencil in the
Raiders
as
AFC
West

Champions.
The second best team
right now may very well be the
Pittsburgh Steelers. Does anyone
really want to tackle Jerome
Bettis? Look for the Steelers to
win the AFC Central and face off
against Oakland in the rekindling
of an old rivalry in the AFC
championship this January. Here
are my other predictions:
NFC Central: Green Bay A F C
Central: Pittsburgh
NFC East: Philadelphia A F C
East: Miami
NFC West: St. Louis
AFC
West: Oakland
NFC Wildcard Teams: San
Francisco, Chicago (Do I see a
rematch
w/49ers
in
the
Playoffs?), and New Orleans (the
Saints are no longer the Aints of
the NFL)
AFC Wildcard Teams: San Diego
(yes the lightening bolts are
back), Baltimore (Nasty Ray
Lewis), and Cleveland (bring
back the dog pound). Team on
the rise: New England
Oh yeah, Superbowl
XXXVI: Oakland 31 St. Louis
20. As for the Bears fate, probably a 1st round playoff loss on
the road. They really are not that
good but the Bears have guts, and
sometimes guts is enough when
the league is filled with parity.
But this time fans will mean it
when they say "Wait till next
year."
Happy Thanksgiving Everyone.

GOOD LUCK ON FINALSlU
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